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" I found/' said he, "that the native Hindu inhabitants of Cal-
cutta had petitioned the President and Council for his respite,
not pretending that they were not subject to the laws of Cal-
cutta, but chiefly on this ground : that., till that trial, neither
they nor the prisoner understood the crime to be punishable
by death, it not being so by the country laws. Their petition
is solely for mercy in that instance, without any complaint
of the law, or desire that it should not in future be executed.
In consequence of this application the President arid Council
resolved to recommend the prisoner to mercy in these remark-
able expressions: c in hopes that the condemnation will be suffi-
cient to deter others from committing the like offence.' It
appeared by the records, that the East India Company
had sent his Majesty's pardon; all my diligence could not
furnish me with any comment made on this proceeding ; and
finding no censure passed upon it by the Court of Directors or
the King's ministers, to whom the case must have been sub-
mitted to obtain the pardon, and that the whole passed in the
ordinary course of business, and accorded with the other pro-
ceedings of the Court, I esteemed it a full precedent, more es-
pecially as there had been a plain intimation from the Gover-
nor and Council, if the condemnation should not be sufficient
to deter the natives from the commission of forgery, that the
law would be enforced in future."
It was alleged in the present articles of charge, that
Nuncomar had been brought to Calcutta by force, and
was there detained as a prisoner at the time of the com-
mission of the crime.
f< I deny the truth of the fact/* said Sir Elijah, "and those
gentlemen who were Members of the Council when. Nuncomar
was tried, and are now Members of this House, must well
know the fact is not true. Had it been true, yet, before it
could be matter of objection to the judgment, it must be shown
it was in evidence at the trial; it then would have been
made part, and a material part of his defence : it would have
been decisive in his favour ; but the contrary was in proof;
he was proved to be a settled inhabitant of Calcutta;
no such objection was ever suggested, nor was any attempt
made to take him out of the jurisdiction of the Court as not
being an inhabitant of the town."
He said he could trace the story ,of Nuncomar's being
conducted to Calcutta, and detained a prisoner there
until the arrival of the Supreme Court, to no better
authority than thp*. of a libellous letter in a book enti-